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Viviani Joffre Fedeler and her family live surrounded by stories in
the New York Public Library. Although books are all around her,
Viviani can’t seem to come up with a story of her own for her
class’ creative writing contest. One day, the librarians discover
that someone has checked out, but not returned, several rare
and valuable medical volumes. Attempts to track them down lead
to dead ends. Viviani knows that solving this mystery will give her
a story. Using codes, photography, investigation, traps, wit, and
instinct, Viviani and her friends are able to track down the story
hoarder, revealing another complex and unexpected story.
This captivating second book in a series is just as descriptive
and well-written as its predecessor. Much of the book is based
on actual events and people from the 1920s, which adds to
its charm. There are also a handful of illustrations sprinkled
throughout the pages, which perfectly capture the feel of the New
York library of the time period. Viviani is a charming protagonist
who learns the important difference between plagiarism and
taking inspiration from other sources. Through Viviani’s journey,
the reader is encouraged to seek out the truth by looking for all
the points of view in a story. There are several codes throughout
the story for readers to decipher, so the back matter includes
fascinating information on codes and code breaking, motivating
readers to create codes and ciphers of their own.
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